CLASS PROJECT RESOURCE – KEY STAGE 2
Before you arrive, it is important to get a feel for the dinosaur world. Watch the short video about Dippy so that you understand what he is doing here! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udNaNmJCEOs 
During your visit…
Visit Big Mike the Tyrannosaurus Rex and Dippy the Diplodocus and have a good look at them. See if you can answer these questions about them: 
Task 1: Dinosaur Experts!
1. Dippy was a quadruped and Big Mike was a biped. What do you think these words mean?  A clue: ped means foot….
1. What features do the dinosaurs share with humans?
1. Which had the sharpest teeth? Looking at their teeth, which dinosaur do you think was a carnivore and which do you think was a herbivore?
1. What sort of prey do you think this carnivore ate? 
1. Can you name some bones in the different parts of the dinosaur skeletons? Can you find an interesting fact about Mike’s bones and how they helped him?
1. Which dinosaur had a longer neck? Why do you think one dinosaur had a longer neck than the other?
1. Both dinosaurs have long tails.  Did they use them in the same way? 

[image: CE6D75E7]Dippy and Mike have been grouped together as dinosaurs. What similar features do you think link them together? 
[image: File:T-Rex skeleton "Big Mike" at Museum of the Rockies White Background.jpg]Greg Goebel from Loveland CO, USA [CC BY-SA 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)]

Task 2: Scientists of the Future!
Now, using the answers you’ve written to these questions, I want you to get your explorer heads on! A new paleontologist, Professor Peter Collins, has just excavated two new skeletons in the USA. One is a Tyrannosaurus Rex and one is a Diplodocus, but nobody has any idea which is which and they need your help! 
[image: ][image: ]Here are some pictures of a Diplodocus skeleton being excavated in 2017!©Dr Phillip Manning

Some cool things to think about on your mission…Hi! I am Professor Peter Collins! I was just assisting my new team on a dig, and came across two new fossils! They look like skeletons, but I have no idea what they are! I know you have been doing some research today about dinosaurs, so I thought I could use your help. I’ll try my best to describe the dinosaurs, and see if you can identify them.
Dinosaur A took a long time for us to dig up, it was so big! There isn’t a whole skeleton there, but I did notice its teeth! It had quite a lot, which looked a bit blunt. I also noticed that it had 4 huge legs that could trample over anything! It seemed to have quite a long tail, but there could have been some missing!
Dinosaur B was a bit quicker to get up! It had a massive head, which also had loads of teeth. It also seemed to have 2 arms, but I’m not so sure! The tail on the skeleton was also quite long, about the same length as the other, but as I said, they could have had some tail missing!
Now you know a bit about them, can you tell me what they are? Can you tell me more about their bones and teeth? More about some other features I can use to tell them apart?
Discuss with the person next to you what you think these dinosaurs are and what you know about them! 
Great North Museum: Hancock
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Thinking about the two dinosaur’s bodies, which dinosaur do you think could run faster? Do you think they could swim?


After your visit…
Task 3: Jurassic Explorers!
[image: ]Back in school, it’s time to do some research because Professor Peter Collins needs you again! As you know, Dippy is on tour in our world, but he can’t get home! Professor Collins needs you to use your computers to research habitats in the modern world that are similar to the ones that Dippy would have lived in during the Mesozoic era. This way, Professor Peter Collins can take Dippy there next so that he feels more at home! A description of Dippy’s world is below:Great North Museum: Hancock
Newcastle upon Tyne
Future Scientists
The Mesozoic era was a time very different to ours. The land was dry and savanna-like. There were many plants including fern and horsetail bushes, alongside super tall tress such as monkey puzzle trees, but there were no flowering plants! These plants still exist today, and I’m sure you’d be able to identify them if you saw them! As well as all of these plants, there had to be water for the dinosaurs to drink and there were often huge salt lakes with rivers flowing into them. Big hills and mountains, as well as huge rocks will have also scattered the landscape! However, there were no man-made objects such as buildings or roads and definitely no humans! Here is an example of a Jurassic forest below:

©NHM Dippy on Tour Learning Resources 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Other animals and dinosaurs also roamed the land, so Dippy was not alone! There were animals that we would recognise today, such as fish, crocodiles, frogs, lizards and insects like termites! 
Some of the dinosaurs were like Dippy and were herbivores. One of these dinosaurs was called a Camerasaurus. These dinosaurs were incredibly tall like Dippy with 4 legs. Its neck wasn’t quite as long, but it won’t have been far off from Dippy’s!
[image: Camarasaurus]
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/dino-directory/timeline/late-jurassic/gallery.html
Another dinosaur was the Stegosaurus. This dinosaur was also a herbivore, but was nowhere near as tall as Dippy, in fact they’d have been the same size as a human man! They walked on 4 legs and had huge spikes all along their back!
[image: Stegosaurus]
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/dino-directory/timeline/late-jurassic/gallery.html
The final dinosaur I’m going to tell you about is the Allosaurus. This dinosaur was not like Dippy as they were carnivores. Eating meat meant that they usually ate dinosaurs, including huge ones like Dippy! It ran on two legs, with two arms and sharp teeth, just like Big Mike!
[image: Allosaurus]
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/dino-directory/timeline/late-jurassic/gallery.html
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Diplodocus_longus%282%29.jpg]Now it’s time to try and help Professor Collins make Dippy feel back at home! Think about how the landscape would have looked, as well as other animals and dinosaurs that would have been there. Once you feel like you’re a Mesozoic habitat professional and you have found a similar modern habitat to send Dippy, you need to draw out the place you have chosen to show to Professor Peter Collins. Make sure you include plenty of plants that Dippy would have eaten, as he will need to refuel on the way! Try to label all the different parts and explain why you have chosen this modern world habitat!
Dmitry Bogdanov [CC BY 3.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)]
Do you think Dippy would have been able to survive in Newcastle today?
Test your friends!
Write your own 5 questions below about what you have learnt today to test your friends with! Make sure to think of the answers too, so you can see if your friends have learnt as much as you have!
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